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vacancy, the "benefice lapses to the Bisliop, and if he does not collate within six months, it lapses to the Archbishop, and if he neglects to collate within six months, it lapses to the Queen.
LAPSED. Those persons were so called who in time of persecution denied the faith of CHRIST; but again, on persecution ceasing, sought reconciliation and Church communion.
The discipline with which such persons were visited included a long absence from the holy Eucharist, which however was not denied them in case of dangerous illness. And the maternal solicitude of the Church for her sons was so great, that when dangerous sickness was prevalent, or when another persecution seemed to impend, it somewhat relaxed the rule. This is especially shown in the conduct and writings of St. Cyprian; in whose times the case of the lapsed was brought before the Church, by circumstances, more fully, and was also more clearly determined than it had been before. One of his most celebrated tracts refers especially to their case.
Different circumstances gave to different individuals of the lapsed the names of Sacrificati, Tkurificati, and LtbellatcL (See these words.) The Tradltores were not held wholly free from the crime of the lapsed.
Those who absolutely and for ever fall away were classed with the Church as heathens, and had of course no ecclesiastical position, however low.
LATITUDINARIANS. Certain divines so called from the latitude of their principles, the term is chiefly applied to some divines of the 17th century, such as Hales, Chillingworth, Whichcat, Tillotson, Burnet. These men were attached to the English establishment, as such, but regarded episcopacy, and forms of public worship as among the things indifferent They would not exclude from their communion those who differed from them in those particulars. Many of the Latitudinarian divines commenced as Calvinists and ended as Socinians.
LATJDS. The Service which followed next after the Nocturn was so designated before the Reformation. The Lauds now are merged into the Matins.
LAUDS. [In Church Music."} Hymns of praise. LAUDISTI. In the year 1316 there was instituted at